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The Oval Flowerbeds, Planters, and
Hanging Baskets Project

Introduction

The Oval’'s Flowerbeds, Planters, and Hanging Baskets Project is a key component of
the site's landscape enhancement and biodiversity strategy. It aims to restore and
manage historic planting areas, introduce a diverse range of plant species to improve
biodiversity and ecological resilience, enhance seasonal colour and visual impact, and
improve climate resilience through drought-resistant planting.

Project Objectives

This project is guided by the following objectives:

Biodiversity and Habitat Enhancement
e Planting schemes will support pollinators, birds, and invertebrates, integrating
nectar-rich perennials, shrubs, and trees.
e The introduction of low-canopy UK native trees in select locations will provide
shade, shelter, and improved wildlife habitats.
e Diverse planting will increase ecological connectivity, linking the project with The
Oval’s wildlife corridors, Tiny Forests, and native wildflower meadows.

Aesthetic and Seasonal Interest
o Flowerbeds, planters, and baskets will be planted in a way that provides
continuous seasonal variation.
¢ The formal entrance beds will act as visual focal points, welcoming visitors with
striking, high-impact planting.
e The historic raised beds and reinstated mixed beds will maintain their traditional
character, with an emphasis on layered, texturally rich planting schemes.

Sustainability and Climate Adaptation
e The project will prioritise drought-resistant and wind-tolerant plants, ensuring
sustainability in The Oval’s exposed coastal environment.
e Improved soil health will be supported through organic mulching, composting,
and reduced reliance on chemical fertilisers.
e Raised beds and planters will be managed with efficient watering systems,
integrating rainwater harvesting and moisture-retentive soil amendments.
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Site Overview and Planting Areas

KEY: NATURE RECOVERY PROJECTS

MULTI-SPECIES HEDGEROW
A1-75m x 1.5m = 113m2

A2 -64m x 1.5m = 96m2

A3 -23m x 1.5m = 35m2

A4 -10m x 1.5m = 15m2
TOTAL: 172Lm / 259m2

MULTI-SPECIES HEDGEROW
(WELLNESS GARDEN)

B1-120m x 1.5m = 180m2

TOTAL: 120Lm / 180m2

TINY FORESTS
C1-115m2

C2- 100m2

C3-75m2

C4 -74m2

C5 - 54m2

TOTAL: 418m2

'WILDFLOWER MEADOWS
D1-118m2

D2 - 108m2

D3 - 78m2

TOTAL: 304m2

ORNAMENTAL FLOWERBEDS
Ex| E1-17m

E2-17m2
E3-21m2
E4 - 20m2
TOTAL: 75m2

[ MIXED BEDS
Fi-sims
F2-110m2
F3-39m2

TOTAL: 230m2

RAISED MIXED BEDS
G1-54m2

G2 -43m2
TOTAL: 97m2

THERAPEUTIC BEDS
(WELLNESS GARDEN)
H1 - 258m2

TOTAL: 258m2

Ornamental Flowerbeds at the Eastern Esplanade Main Entrance
(E1 and E2)

Located at primary access points, these formal flowerbeds provide high-impact
introduction to the site. Designed in structured arrangements, they feature a mix of
evergreen structural plants, seasonal bedding plants, and perennial flowering plants.
There will be approximately 30 plants per bed, depending on availability, with planting
refreshed seasonally.

Ornamental Flowerbeds at the Amphitheatre Main Entrance (E3
and E4)

Two gravel-planted beds near the amphitheatre’s north gate. These will feature a mix

of drought-tolerant grasses, herbaceous perennials, and structural evergreens to suit the
coastal environment. No shrubs are proposed. Planting will be arranged in blocks to
create visual texture and interest, using approximately 25-30 plants per bed.

Structural and Evergreen Plants
These provide form and winter interest:

e Euphorbia myrsinites — trailing, sculptural, and drought-tolerant.

e Phormium tenax (New Zealand Flax) — upright architectural leaves in various
colours.

e Armeria maritima (Sea Thrift) — clump-forming with pink pom-pom flowers.

e Cistus (Rock Rose) — compact shrubs with delicate flowers in early summer.
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¢ Lavandula angustifolia (English Lavender) — aromatic, excellent for pollinators.

Flowering Perennials & Herbaceous
To provide colour and seasonal variety:

¢ Eryngium planum (Sea Holly) — striking blue thistle-like flowers.

¢ Achillea millefolium (Yarrow) — flat-topped flower heads and good drought
resistance.

e Erigeron karvinskianus (Mexican Daisy) — spreads well and flowers over long
periods.

¢ Verbena bonariensis — tall and airy, great for pollinators and visual interest.

e Salvia nemorosa or Salvia officinalis — colourful spikes and aromatic leaves.

Grasses & Ground Cover
For movement, texture, and softening edges:

e Stipa tenuissima (Mexican Feather Grass) — wispy, flowing movement in wind.
o Festuca glauca (Blue Fescue) — compact blue clumps, excellent in gravel.

e Carex testacea — orange-green foliage that glows in winter light.

e Thymus serpyllum (Creeping Thyme) — fragrant mat-forming ground cover.

Historic Raised Beds on Eastern Esplanade (G1 and G2)

These historic beds have existed for over a century and form an important part of The
Oval’s heritage landscape. They are planted informally with lavender, flowering shrubs,
and hardy perennials, with planned introduction of three low-canopy native trees (Field
Maple, Silver Birch, Rowan, or Crab Apple).

Historic Mixed Beds on Eastern Esplanade and First Avenue (F1,
F2 and F3)

Ten historic beds positioned along key pedestrian routes are being restored in line with
the site’s nature recovery principles. Each bed measures 6.4 metres x 1.5 metres
(9.6m?) and is designed as an informal perennial-only planting scheme without shrubs.
These beds form key landscape corridors, supporting biodiversity and providing
seasonal visual interest.

To guide planting layout, species selection, and density, we refer to a modular perennial
border scheme by J. Parker’s, which reflects our intended style. While exact species
may vary depending on season, availability, and donations, the plan demonstrates our
commitment to layered, textured planting with high biodiversity value.

Each bed will contain approximately 53 perennial plants, following a density of 5.5 plants
per m?, with a total of 530 plants across all ten beds. Each bed currently without a tree
will be planted with one low-canopy native tree to add vertical structure and habitat
benefits. (Field Maple, Silver Birch, Rowan, or Crab Apple).
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Collection One
Each species planted in groups of three:

e Delphinium (Tall) — Delphinium elatum
e Hollyhock — Alcea rosea

e Lychnis — Lychnis chalcedonica

e Erigeron — Erigeron karvinskianus

o Aquilegia — Aquilegia vulgaris

o Aster alpinus — Aster alpinus

e Sedum spurium — Phedimus spurius

o Armeria maritima — Armeria maritima

Collection Two
Each species planted in groups of three:

¢ Red Hot Poker — Kniphofia uvaria

e Lupin (Tall) — Lupinus polyphyllus

e Geum — Geum chiloense

¢ Gypsophila — Gypsophila paniculata

e Coreopsis ‘Sunburst’ — Coreopsis grandiflora

o Dwarf Solidago — Solidago canadensis ‘Dwarf’

¢ Campanula ‘Carpatica Blue’ — Campanula carpatica
e Dianthus erecta — Dianthus barbatus (erect form)

Collection Three
Each species planted in groups of three:

o Heliopsis — Heliopsis helianthoides

e Chrysanthemum maximum — Leucanthemum x superbum
e Echinacea purpurea — Echinacea purpurea

e Linum perenne — Linum perenne

e Cerise Achillea — Achillea millefolium (cerise cultivar)

¢ Nepeta — Nepeta faassenii

o Heuchera — Heuchera sanguinea

¢ Sedum kamtschaticum — Phedimus kamtschaticus

Planting Notes
¢ Pollinator Value: Most species in this list support bees, butterflies, and
hoverflies.
¢ Coastal Suitability: Many selections (e.g. Armeria maritima, Sedum spp.,
Nepeta) are known to tolerate wind and salt exposure.
e Seasonality: Mix provides extended seasonal flowering from spring through
autumn.

June 13, 2025 4



GRASS | THE QVAL

e Structure: Taller plants placed at the rear of beds (Delphinium, Lupin), mid-
height plants centrally (Echinacea, Campanula), and compact forms (Sedum,
Heuchera, Armeria) to front.

 Maintenance: All species are low to moderate maintenance and suited to
community-managed schemes. Most benefit from deadheading, light pruning,
and occasional division to prolong flowering and vigour.

Never Ending Perennial Borders - Will Flower and Increase Year After Year j WHAT TO PLANT AND
WHERE TO PLANT IT

THE COMPLETE 7.2M BORDER (1.8 X 7.2M) | | £njoy the beautiful contrast of
towering spires of colour and

compact clumps of flowers with
attractive low growing ground cover
plants. Laid out by our Gardening
Experts to give maximum effect
and colour with minimum effort.
Total Border area: 1.8m wide x
7.2m long. We have taken away
the headache of what to plant and
where to plant it. All you have to
do is choose how many sections of
the border you require to plant up
your available garden space. The
plants are supplied as modules and
qguarantee you a 100% success rate
with your planting.

The complete traditional border comprising
all three collections, a total of 72 plants in all.

A. COLLECTION 1 (1.8 X 2.4M)
3 each of (1) Tall Delphiniums
(2) Hollyhocks (3) Lychnis (4) Erigeon
(5) Aquilegia (6) Aster Alpinus.

(7) Sedum Spureum
(8) Armena Martima

B. COLLECTION 2 (1.8 X 2.4M)
3 each of (9) Red Hot Pokers (10) Tall
Lupins (11) Geum (12) Gyspophila
Panic (13) Coreopsis Sunburst (14)
Dwarf Solidago (15) G

C. COLLECTION 3 (1.8 X 2.4M)

3 each of (17) Heliopsis (18)
Chrysanthemum Max (19) Echinacea
(20) Linum Perenne (21) Cense
Achillea (22) Nepeta (23) Heuchera
(24) Sedum Kamschaticum

ampanula
Carpatica Blue (16) Dianthus Erecta
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Box Planters at Oval Lawn Entrances

Perimeter planters frame The Oval’s green space, planted with drought-tolerant grasses,
seasonal bulbs, and evergreen perennials.

Hanging Baskets on Lampposts

18 hanging baskets positioned along key visitor routes, planted annually with Begonia,
Fuchsias, Petunias, and Lobelia. High wind exposure poses challenges requiring
alternative planting trials.

Management and Maintenance Plan

Seasonal Planting and Rotation
| Season | Tasks
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Spring Plant seasonal bulbs, prune perennials,
apply organic compost.

Summer Regular watering, deadheading of
flowering plants, pest control.

Autumn Mulching, leaf clearance, preparation of
new planting schemes.

Winter Structural pruning, soil enrichment, frost
protection.

Watering and Irrigation
Box planters and mixed beds watered weekly during dry periods. Hanging baskets
watered twice weekly, increasing in summer.

Pruning and Deadheading

Perennials and shrubs pruned quarterly to maintain shape. Deadheading carried out
weekly in peak flowering seasons.

Replacement and Replanting
Regular gap-filling in beds to ensure continuous coverage. Hanging basket plant trials
will improve wind resilience.

Long-Term Vision

The long-term goals for The Oval’s planting areas include:

e Continued restoration of historic planting areas, ensuring longevity.

e Enhancing ecological benefits through additional native species.

e Experimenting with innovative planting solutions to improve resilience.

e Engaging volunteers and community groups to support planting projects.

Conclusion

This detailed project plan ensures The Oval’s Flowerbeds, Planters, and Hanging
Baskets remain a vibrant, ecologically diverse, and visually stunning feature. By
combining formal and informal planting approaches, improving biodiversity, and
integrating sustainable management practices, this project secures the long-term
success of The Oval’s planting schemes.
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