GRASS | THE QVAL
The Oval Wildflower Meadow Project

Introduction

The Wildflower Meadow Project at The Oval is a key component of the site’s ecological
enhancement strategy, designed to increase biodiversity, improve soil health, and create
visually striking natural landscapes. By replacing areas of conventional amenity grass
with species-rich wildflower meadows, the project will support pollinators, birds, and
invertebrates while reducing maintenance demands such as frequent mowing.

This document outlines the design, establishment, species selection, and long-term
management of The Oval’s native wildflower meadows, ensuring they contribute
effectively to habitat creation, climate resilience, and the wider landscape strategy.

2. Project Objectives

e Enhance biodiversity by creating habitat for pollinators, invertebrates, and birds.

¢ Improve soil fertility and structure, reducing the need for artificial amendments.

e Create seasonal floral interest, ensuring a dynamic, ever-changing landscape.

¢ Reduce mowing frequency, lowering maintenance costs and supporting a more
sustainable approach to land management.

¢ Increase habitat connectivity, linking The Oval’s wildflower meadows with
existing wildlife corridors, hedgerows, and Tiny Forests.

e Provide educational opportunities, allowing visitors and volunteers to learn about
native wildflower species, meadow management, and pollinator conservation.

3. Site Overview and Meadow Locations

Wildflower meadows will be established across key areas within The Oval, chosen
based on soil conditions, exposure, and ecological value. The selected sites include:

e Perimeter meadow strips — Enhancing habitat connectivity along the edges of
The Oval, integrating with existing wildlife corridors.

e Open lawn areas — Replacing select sections of traditional grass with species-
rich wildflower meadows to introduce greater biodiversity.

e Surrounding the Tiny Forests — Providing an understory habitat that supports
pollinators and enhances woodland diversity.

e Adjacent to the hedgerows — Increasing floral resources for pollinators and
strengthening habitat networks for invertebrates and small mammails.



GRASS | THE OVAL

4. Wildflower Species Selection

Pollinator-Friendly Flowers
¢ Red Campion (*Silene dioica*) — Early-season nectar source for bees.
¢ Oxeye Daisy (*Leucanthemum vulgare*) — Provides pollen and visual appeal.
e Meadow Buttercup (*Ranunculus acris*) — Supports a wide range of pollinators.
e Bird’s-Foot Trefoil (*Lotus corniculatus®) — Key larval food plant for butterflies.
¢ Common Knapweed (*Centaurea nigra*) — A late-summer nectar source for

bees.

Grasses for Meadow Structure
e Crested Dog’s-Tail (*Cynosurus cristatus*) — Provides structure and supports

butterfly species.

e Meadow Fescue (*Festuca pratensis*) — A food source for caterpillars and
nesting material for birds.
e Yellow Oat Grass (*Trisetum flavescens*) — Adds texture and habitat diversity.

Additional Seasonal Interest
e Cornflower (*Centaurea cyanus®*) — Enhances visual appeal with striking blue

blooms.

e Poppy (*Papaver rhoeas*) — Provides bright colour and supports pollinators.
e Toadflax (*Linaria vulgaris*) — Offers structural diversity and attracts hoverflies.

5. Meadow Establishment and Management

5.3 Ongoing Maintenance Schedule

Task

Frequency

Notes

Initial Watering

Weekly (1st season)

Only required in prolonged
dry periods.

Selective Weeding

Bi-monthly (Year 1)

Removing aggressive non-
native species.

Mowing (Late Cut Method)

Annually (Late Summer)

Cutting at 10cm height
after wildflowers have
seeded.

Overseeding

Every 2-3 years

Enhancing species
diversity if needed.

Soil Monitoring

Annually

Ensuring soil conditions
remain suitable.

6. Biodiversity Benefits and Ecological Impact

¢ Improved pollinator habitat, supporting bees, butterflies, hoverflies, and other
insects critical to biodiversity.
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Increased carbon sequestration, with deep-rooted wildflowers improving soil
structure and carbon storage.

Enhanced ecosystem resilience, providing drought-resistant, self-sustaining plant
communities.

Food and shelter for birds and small mammals, including seed sources and
nesting materials.

Reduced mowing and maintenance costs, shifting towards a low-intervention,
ecologically rich landscape.

7. Community Engagement and Educational
Opportunltles

Wildflower Identification Walks — Guided tours showcasing seasonal changes in
the meadows.

Pollinator Monitoring Workshops — Encouraging citizen science participation in
insect tracking.

Seed Collection and Propagation Days — Teaching sustainable seed-saving
techniques.

Seasonal Maintenance Training for Volunteers — Providing skills in wildflower
meadow care and biodiversity management.

8. Long-Term Vision and Future Expansion

Expand meadow areas in additional sections of The Oval as success is
demonstrated.

Trial alternative species to enhance resilience to climate change and salt
exposure.

Establish additional educational partnerships, collaborating with schools and
conservation groups.

9. Summary

The Wildflower Meadow Project is a critical ecological intervention at The Oval, providing
biodiversity benefits, improved soil health, and increased pollinator habitats. Through
careful species selection, structured management, and community engagement, these
meadows will become a cornerstone of The Oval’s sustainable landscape strategy. This
project ensures that The Oval continues to be a vibrant, biodiverse, and climate-resilient
green space for future generations.





