
 
 

The Oval Rose Garden Project 
The Rose Garden Project at The Oval aims to create a stunning feature within the site's 
landscape, enhancing biodiversity, aesthetic appeal, and community involvement. The 
project involves the planting of four dedicated rose flowerbeds, each showcasing a 
different colour theme with Hybrid Tea Roses and Floribunda Roses. 

Objectives 
1. Enhance the visual appeal of The Oval Gardens with vibrant rose displays. 
2. Provide opportunities for community involvement through rose donations, 

sponsorships, and volunteer maintenance. 
3. Foster biodiversity by integrating complementary companion plants. 
4. Establish sustainable practices in maintaining the rose beds. 

Rose Bed Details 
Each rose bed measures 4.8m x 2.2m and will feature two staggered rows of roses: 

• First row: 5 roses evenly spaced. 
• Second row: 4 roses staggered behind the first row. 

Each bed will contain 9 rose bushes, making a total of 36 roses across the four beds. 
The beds will be dedicated to the following colour themes: Red, White, Yellow, and Pink. 

Companion Planting Design 
Our planned 4.8m x 2.2m rose beds will feature 9 roses in a staggered arrangement, 
complemented by carefully selected companion plants to enhance beauty, health, and 
biodiversity. Along the front border, we will plant low-growing lavender or catmint to add 
fragrance and charm, while creeping thyme or marigolds will fill the gaps between roses 
for a vibrant, pest-resistant display. Surrounding the base of each rose, heucheras or 
chives will provide foliage contrast and natural pest deterrence. At the back, tall blooms 
like delphiniums, hollyhocks, or foxgloves will frame the bed, creating vertical interest 
and a dramatic backdrop. This harmonious combination will ensure a thriving, low 
maintenance rose garden full of colour and life.  

• Front Border: Lavender or Catmint for a low-growing fragrant edge. 
• Between Roses: Creeping Thyme or Marigolds to fill gaps and deter pests. 
• Base of Roses: Alternating Heucheras and Chives for foliage contrast and pest 

resistance. 
• Back Border: Taller plants like Delphiniums, Hollyhocks, and Foxgloves for 

vertical interest. 



 
 
General Tips for Layout Success 

1. Colour Coordination: Choose companions with colours that complement each 
rose bed’s theme (e.g., soft purples for pink and white roses, warm yellows for 
yellow roses).   

2. Sunlight Consideration: Ensure all plants have access to the sun. Taller plants 
should not shade the roses excessively.   

3. Ongoing Care: Roses and their companions will thrive with consistent watering, 
mulching, and occasional feeding.   

Contribution Options 
Community members and businesses can contribute to the project through: 

• Sponsoring a rose bush (prices start at £20.75) purchased at cost price. 
• Donating their own Hybrid Tea or Floribunda rose bush to be planted at The 

Oval. 
• Volunteering to help plant or maintain the rose beds. 

Dedication Plaques 
Sponsors and donors may choose to dedicate their rose bush to a loved one, special 
occasion, or cause. A small plaque can accompany each rose bush, with the following 
specifications: 

• Plaque Material: Brass, Stainless Steel, or Aluminium. 
• Mounting Board: Light Mahogany, Dark Mahogany, or Light Oak. 

Plaques must be appropriate and free from offensive content. The Oval reserves the 
right to approve all text. While plaques will be securely installed, The Oval cannot be 
held responsible for theft, damage, or defacement. 

Care and Maintenance 
Planting Instructions: 

1. Dig a hole twice as wide and the same depth as the rose’s root ball. 
2. Mix compost or well-rotted manure into the soil. 
3. Place the rose bush in the hole, ensuring the graft union is just above soil level. 
4. Fill in with soil, firming gently, and water thoroughly. 

Short-Term Maintenance: 

• Water deeply twice a week during dry periods. 
• Apply a balanced fertiliser after planting and again in early summer. 
• Mulch with organic material to retain moisture and suppress weeds. 

Long-Term Maintenance: 



 
 

• Pruning: Prune in late winter or early spring to remove dead or diseased wood 
and shape the plant. 

• Feeding: Apply a rose-specific fertiliser every 4-6 weeks during the growing 
season. 

• Pest and Disease Control: Regularly inspect for aphids, black spot, and 
powdery mildew. Use appropriate treatments as needed. 

• Winter Care: Protect roses with a layer of mulch and, in colder climates, 
consider covering with burlap. 

Planting Schedule and Rose Placement 
The planting of roses will be carried out on a first-come, first-served basis. Roses will be 
planted from the front to the back of each bed to ensure a cohesive layout. Once a 
colour bed reaches capacity (9 roses), no additional roses of that colour can be 
accepted. 

Acknowledgments and Partnerships 
We extend our gratitude to the individuals, local groups, and businesses who contribute 
to the success of The Oval Rose Garden Project. Their support ensures that The Oval 
remains a vibrant and welcoming community space. 

Conclusion 
The Rose Garden Project represents a significant enhancement to The Oval's 
landscape, fostering community engagement and biodiversity. By integrating vibrant 
rose beds with thoughtfully selected companion plants, the project will create a space of 
beauty and tranquility for all to enjoy. 

 




