GRASS | THE OVAL
The Oval Nature Recovery Plan

Contents

1. Introduction
2. Purpose of the Plan
3. Site Overview
o Key Landscape Features
e The Oval's Role in Nature Recovery
4. Vision and Objectives
¢ Vision Statement
e Objectives
o Ecological Enhancement
o Sustainable Design and Climate Resilience
o Balancing Public Use with Nature Recovery
5. Baseline Assessment
e Current Site Conditions
e Ecological Survey
¢ Site Challenges
6. Design and Layout
¢ Overall Site Plan and Landscape Zones
o Key Landscape Features
e Ecological Zones and Habitat Areas
e Designed Planting Areas
e Green Infrastructure and Sustainable Features
e Accessibility and Circulation
7. Ecological Management & Restoration Actions
e Multi-Species Hedgerow Project
e Tiny Forest Project
¢ Wildflower Meadow Project
o Flowerbeds, Planters, and Hanging Baskets Project
e Wellness Garden Project
¢ Rose Garden Project
e Ecology Hub Project
8. Landscape Management and Maintenance
¢ Management Objectives
e General Maintenance Practices
e Management Responsibilities
e Ecology Hub (Garden Maintenance Area)
e Long-Term Sustainability



GRASS | THE OVAL

¢ Maintenance Schedules (Appendix A)
9. Monitoring and Evaluation
¢ Key Performance Indicators (KPIs)
e Ecological Monitoring
e Adaptive Management
10. Community Engagement
¢ Involving Volunteers
e Educational Opportunities
e Public Access and Use
11. Sustainability and Climate Resilience
¢ Climate Adaptation Strategies
e Water and Energy Efficiency
12. Legal and Policy Compliance
e Compliance with Local Authority Requirements
e Relevant Legislation
13. Funding and Resources
e Grant Funding
e Resource Allocation
o Staff and Volunteer Management
o Financial Resource Distribution
o Material and Equipment Needs
14. Appendix A: Maintenance Schedules
15. Appendix B: Ecology Projects
e Multi-Species Hedgerow Project
e Tiny Forest Project
¢ Wildflower Meadow Project
o Flowerbeds, Planters, and Hanging Baskets Project
e Wellness Garden Project
¢ Rose Garden Project
o Ecology Hub Project



GRASS | THE OVAL
The Oval Nature Recovery Plan

Introduction

Purpose of the Plan

The Nature Recovery Plan (NRP) for The Oval serves as a strategic framework to
enhance biodiversity, restore natural habitats, and integrate sustainable landscape
management practices within this valued public space. This plan outlines

a comprehensive approach to ecological restoration and management, ensuring that
The Oval not only remains an accessible and well-maintained green space for the
community but also supports a rich and diverse ecosystem.

As part of The Oval’'s commitment to sustainable land stewardship and biodiversity
conservation, this NRP also incorporates the requirements of a detailed Landscape
Management Plan (LMP). The LMP component ensures the long-term sustainability of
all landscape elements within The Oval, including the wellness garden, public amenity
lawns, Tiny Forests, wildlife corridors, native wildflower meadows, raised beds, planters,
hanging baskets, and the amphitheatre, as well as green infrastructure such as sedum
roofs on shipping containers.

This plan is guided by the following key objectives.

e Restoring and Enhancing Biodiversity: Implementing ecological interventions
such as wildflower meadows, wildlife corridors, and Tiny Forests to provide
suitable habitats for pollinators, birds, and other species. Supporting the long-
term health of native flora and fauna by reducing habitat fragmentation and
increasing ecological connectivity.

e Sustainable Landscape Management: Establishing clear maintenance regimes
for lawns, raised beds, planters, hanging baskets, Tiny Forests, and the
amphitheatre, ensuring they contribute positively to biodiversity and the site’s
overall ecological health. Ensuring that all landscape interventions align with best
practices in conservation and horticulture, promoting a self-sustaining and
climate-resilient green space.

¢ Integration of Green Infrastructure and Climate Resilience Measures:
Utilising sedum roofs and pollinator-friendly plantings to enhance biodiversity,
manage rainwater, and improve microclimate conditions within The Oval.
Creating landscapes that are resilient to climate change through drought-tolerant
planting, soil health improvements, and sustainable irrigation practices.

¢ Community Engagement and Environmental Education: Encouraging
participation from volunteers, schools, and community groups in the ongoing
management and monitoring of The Oval’s ecological assets. Offering
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opportunities for public education on conservation, native planting, and the
importance of biodiversity.

¢ Compliance with Planning and Regulatory Requirements: Meeting Thanet
District Council’s planning conditions by ensuring the proper implementation
of hard and soft landscaping elements, long-term management strategies, and
maintenance schedules. Providing a clear monitoring and reporting framework to
verify the successful establishment and maintenance of ecological and
landscape features.

By integrating nature recovery principles with structured landscape management, this
plan ensures that The Oval continues to serve as a high-quality green space for the
community, while delivering significant ecological benefits and long-term sustainability.
This holistic approach safeguards the park’s biodiversity and enhances its role as

a thriving natural environment for future generations.

Site Overview

The Oval is a four-acre public green space situated on the clifftops of Cliftonville,
Margate. It is a 130-year-old historic community venue comprising a sunken
amphitheatre with a bandstand, a pavilion with events facilities, a wellness garden,
lawned public amenity spaces, and newly established ecological areas. The site has
been carefully designed to support both community use and biodiversity enhancement,
integrating a variety of natural and landscaped features that contribute to its ecological
value and public accessibility.

Key Landscape Features

e Lawned Public Amenity Spaces: The Oval features three acres of open green
space that serve as a multi-functional community area for outdoor events,
recreational activities, and relaxation. These spaces are carefully maintained to
provide both aesthetic and ecological benefits, incorporating native planting and
biodiversity-supporting elements.

e Wellness Garden: A dedicated enclosed space designed to foster well-being,
the wellness garden will be planted with pollinator-friendly species, medicinal and
aromatic plants, and sensory-friendly landscaping. It will be a tranquil area
designed for community engagement, relaxation, and nature-based therapy.

o Tiny Forests: In alignment with reforestation and carbon sequestration goals,
several compact, high-density Tiny Forests will be established across The Oval.
These mini woodlands replicate natural forest ecosystems on a small scale,
promoting rapid growth and high biodiversity within the urban environment.

o Wildlife Corridors: Strategically planted along the perimeter of The Oval, these
corridors create safe passage for local wildlife, including birds, pollinators, and
small mammals. The planting schemes feature native shrubs, hedgerows, and
perennial species that provide essential food and shelter for wildlife.
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Native Wildflower Meadows: Large sections of The Oval have been designated
as wildflower meadows, with native species carefully selected to

support pollinators, increase soil fertility, and enhance overall biodiversity. These
meadows create a dynamic and visually striking landscape that changes
throughout the seasons.

Flowerbeds, Planters, and Hanging Baskets: The Oval incorporates multiple
raised beds, planters, and hanging baskets, all of which contribute to seasonal
planting schemes, aesthetic improvements, and biodiversity support. These
features require specific maintenance regimes to ensure their long-term success
while enhancing the overall site ecology.

Amphitheatre and Bandstand: A historic cultural landmark, the amphitheatre is
the heart of The Oval, hosting performances, community events, and public
gatherings. Ecological enhancements within the amphitheatre focus on greening
the space with planted terraces, native species integration, and biodiversity-
friendly landscaping.

Sedum Roofs and Green Infrastructure: As part of The Oval’'s commitment

to sustainable urban greening, the proposed sedum roofs on shipping

containers provide insulation, rainwater retention, and habitats for pollinators and
invertebrates. These green roofs will focus on drought-resistant and low-
maintenance species.

The Oval’s Role in Nature Recovery

The Oval is more than just a public park; it is a model for sustainable landscape
management and ecological restoration within an urban coastal setting. Through the
integration of nature-based solutions, habitat creation, and careful landscape planning,
the site provides vital ecosystem services such as:

Improving air quality and carbon sequestration through extensive planting and
vegetation management.

Enhancing urban biodiversity by creating new habitats for pollinators, birds, and
small mammals.

Managing surface water sustainably through permeable landscaping and sedum
roofs.

Providing nature-based public health benefits through accessible green spaces
designed for recreation, relaxation, and social interaction.

This Nature Recovery Plan ensures that The Oval continues to evolve as a thriving
ecological hub, balancing community engagement with biodiversity conservation and
climate resilience.
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Vision and Objectives

Vision Statement

The Oval is a biodiverse, sustainable, and community-focused green space,

where nature recovery and landscape management work together to enhance wildlife
habitats, public accessibility, and long-term environmental resilience. This plan sets out
a structured approach to ensure that The Oval continues to support biodiversity, climate
adaptation, and community well-being, balancing ecological restoration with functional
public space management.

By implementing nature-based solutions, sustainable landscape practices, and active
community involvement, The Oval will thrive as a model for urban green space
regeneration, ensuring that it remains an ecologically rich, visually appealing, and well-
maintained natural environment for future generations.

Objectives

To achieve this vision, The Oval's Nature Recovery Plan (NRP) is guided by the
following objectives:

Ecological Enhancement
The Oval will support biodiversity and habitat restoration by creating and maintaining:

¢ Wildlife corridors, planted along the perimeter to connect habitats and provide
food and shelter for birds, insects, and small mammals.

o Tiny Forests, densely planted with native trees and shrubs to mimic natural
woodland ecosystems and increase carbon sequestration.

o A wellness garden, designed with native and sensory planting to promote well-
being while supporting pollinators and biodiversity.

¢ Native wildflower meadows, established across key areas of The Oval to
encourage pollinators and enhance soil health.

¢ Raised beds, planters, and hanging baskets, featuring seasonal planting
schemes that provide nectar sources for pollinators and visual appeal for visitors.

Sustainable Design and Climate Resilience

The Oval will integrate sustainable landscape management practices to ensure
environmental resilience and reduce maintenance demands, including:

e Sedum roofs on shipping containers, providing insulation, rainwater retention,
and habitat for pollinators.

e Drought-resistant planting schemes, reducing reliance on irrigation and
enhancing the site’s ability to withstand changing climate conditions.

¢ Soil improvement and composting initiatives, ensuring soil fertility, and
minimising the use of artificial fertilisers.
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e Sustainable water management, including rainwater harvesting and efficient
irrigation methods to reduce water waste.

Balancing Public Use with Nature Recovery
The Oval will remain an accessible, well-managed public space that integrates nature
recovery with community engagement by:

e Maintaining high-quality public amenity lawns, ensuring open space is available
for recreation and community events.

e Designing ecologically sensitive pathways, seating areas, and gathering
spaces that minimise disruption to wildlife habitats.

e Encouraging volunteer participation in gardening, conservation, and maintenance
efforts, fostering a sense of shared ownership over The Oval’'s green spaces.

e Providing educational opportunities through workshops, signage, and community
outreach, raising awareness about biodiversity, conservation, and sustainable
gardening.

Through these objectives, The Oval will continue to evolve as a nature-rich, climate-
adaptive, and community-centred space, delivering long-term benefits for both people
and wildlife.



GRASS | THE OVAL

Baseline Assessment

Current Site Conditions

The Oval is a four-acre public space featuring a mix of lawns, structured planting areas,
ecological zones, and community-focused facilities. Since summer 2021, when GRASS
became the custodians of The Oval, the site has undergone significant regeneration to
support both biodiversity and community engagement, incorporating a variety of
landscape elements:

Lawns and Open Amenity Spaces: The Oval’s three acres of lawned public
amenity space provide flexible, multi-purpose areas used for recreation, events,
and social gatherings. These spaces are maintained to balance public access
with ecological value, ensuring that the grassland supports soil health and local
wildlife while remaining functional for community activities.

Amphitheatre and Bandstand: At the heart of The Oval lies its historic sunken
amphitheatre, a key cultural and social feature. While traditionally used

for performances and events, the amphitheatre is also being integrated into The
Oval’s ecological vision, with enhanced green landscaping to soften the hard
surfaces and encourage wildlife presence.

Existing Vegetation and Trees: The site contains very few mature trees (none
of which are native species), but has many shrubs, hedgerows and flowerbeds,
providing structural diversity and habitat for birds, insects, and small mammals.
The proposed wildlife corridors and Tiny Forests will expand upon this existing
vegetation, increasing canopy cover and supporting greater biodiversity.

Native Wildflower Meadows: Sections of The Oval have been designated for
the creation of native wildflower meadows, which will encourage pollinators,
improve soil quality, and contribute to a visually dynamic landscape. These
meadows will transition seasonally, offering year-round biodiversity benefits.
Flowerbeds, Planters, and Hanging Baskets: Throughout The Oval,
flowerbeds (mixed, ornamental and raised), planters, and hanging

baskets contribute to seasonal and pollinator-friendly planting schemes. These
features enhance aesthetic appeal while also playing a role in urban greening
and habitat support. They require specific maintenance regimes to ensure year-
round plant health and function.

Green Infrastructure: The proposed sedum roofs on shipping containers act
as a form of green infrastructure, providing insulation, absorbing rainwater, and
increasing habitat space for invertebrates. These roofs are to be planted with a
good mix of sedum varieties, supporting pollinators while requiring minimal
maintenance.

Through this diverse combination of structured and ecological landscapes, The Oval
provides a dynamic and adaptable green space, meeting both community needs and
biodiversity targets.
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Ecological Survey

A baseline ecological survey is essential for assessing The Oval’s current biodiversity
value and habitat conditions. While some informal species monitoring has taken place
through volunteer groups and community-led observations, a formal ecological
assessment will provide key data on:

Flora: Identifying the range of native and non-native plant species present within
the lawns, hedgerows, wildflower meadows, and tree cover.

Fauna: Documenting populations of birds, mammals, insects, and amphibians
that inhabit The Oval.

Pollinator Activity: Assessing how effectively the planting schemes support
bees, butterflies, and other pollinators.

Soil Health: Evaluating soil composition and fertility to guide planting and
maintenance strategies.

Invasive Species Presence: Identifying any non-native species that may
threaten biodiversity and require management.

Moving forward, The Oval will implement ongoing ecological monitoring, allowing
for adaptive landscape management based on real-time biodiversity trends.

Site Challenges
While The Oval presents significant opportunities for ecological enhancement, certain
challenges must be addressed to ensure long-term sustainability:

Invasive Species Management: The presence of non-native plants can disrupt
local biodiversity and compete with native species. Effective monitoring and
control measures will be necessary, particularly in the wildflower meadows, Tiny
Forests, and wildlife corridors.

Human Impact and Public Access: As a multi-use public space, The Oval must
balance biodiversity conservation with high foot traffic and event usage.
Measures such as clearly defined ecological zones, protective planting
strategies, and public engagement initiatives will help mitigate environmental
degradation.

Climate and Environmental Conditions: The Oval’s clifftop location exposes it
to harsh coastal winds, salt spray, and variable weather patterns, which can
impact plant health and soil stability. The planting strategy prioritises climate-
resilient species to withstand these conditions.

Wildflower Meadow and Green Infrastructure Maintenance: Wildflower
meadows require ongoing management to prevent dominance by aggressive
species and to maintain a high diversity of wildflowers. Sedum roofs must be
monitored to ensure they establish properly and do not dry out during extended
dry periods. Raised beds, planters, and hanging baskets require regular
maintenance, including watering, replanting, and soil nutrient management.
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e Sustainable Water Management: Reducing water dependency is a priority,
particularly for raised beds, planters, and hanging baskets. Future initiatives
include rainwater harvesting systems and drought-tolerant planting
schemes to minimise irrigation needs.

Addressing these challenges through adaptive landscape management will ensure that
The Oval remains both a high-quality public space and a thriving ecological site, with
biodiversity conservation and sustainability at its core.
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Design and Layout

The design and layout of The Oval has been carefully planned to balance ecological

recovery with community use, ensuring that the site functions as both a biodiverse urban
green space and a welcoming public venue. This section details how the

various landscape zones, habitat areas, and sustainable features are arranged to
enhance biodiversity, accessibility, and visitor experience.

Overall Site Plan and Landscape Zones

The Oval spans four acres and features a variety of landscape zones designed to
accommodate public access, wildlife conservation, and community events. The site
layout integrates:

¢ Public amenity lawns, designed for open recreational use and programmed
events.

¢ Dedicated ecological areas, including wildlife corridors, Tiny Forests, and
wildflower meadows, positioned to increase biodiversity while minimising conflict
with foot traffic.

e Green infrastructure elements, such as sedum roofs on shipping
containers and sustainable water management features, which enhance the
site's ecological value.

e Designed planting areas, including raised beds, planters, and hanging baskets,
strategically placed for seasonal colour, pollinator support, and visual appeal.

A key feature of the site plan is the seamless integration of nature-based solutions with
functional public spaces. Paths and seating areas are positioned to

encourage interaction with natural features while ensuring sensitive ecological areas
are protected from excessive disturbance.

Key Landscape Features

The Oval’s three acres of open green space provide versatile, multi-use areas for
recreational activities, picnicking, and community gatherings. These lawns are carefully
managed to maintain healthy grassland, ensuring:

e A balance between aesthetics, usability, and ecological value.

¢ The retention of permeable surfaces, preventing soil compaction and aiding
water infiltration.

¢ Opportunities for seasonal biodiversity enhancement, such as temporary
wildflower seeding in less frequently used sections.

The sunken amphitheatre, with its historic bandstand, remains a key cultural
landmark within The Oval. While traditionally used for performances and community
events, targeted ecological enhancements are incorporated into its layout, including:
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e Green terracing and planted embankments to soften the hard landscaping and
improve biodiversity.

e The integration of mixed planting around the seating areas, encouraging
a naturalistic feel while enhancing wildlife habitat.

The enclosed wellness garden is a dedicated space designed to:

o Encourage relaxation and nature-based well-being, with accessible seating areas
and tranquil planting.

¢ Feature sensory planting, including aromatic herbs, textured foliage, and visually
soothing colour schemes.

e Support pollinators and local wildlife, integrating nectar-rich flowers, small
shrubs, and native hedging for shelter.

The layout ensures that the garden remains accessible while being sheltered from the
busiest areas of The Oval, allowing it to function as a quiet retreat within the site.

Ecological Zones and Habitat Areas

The Oval includes multiple dedicated ecological zones, positioned to maximise
biodiversity and habitat connectivity:

¢ Wildlife Corridors: Planted along the site’s perimeter, these corridors
create safe passage for birds, insects, and small mammals, linking green spaces
across Cliftonville.

¢ Tiny Forests: Compact, densely planted micro-woodlands positioned to provide
natural windbreaks and increase urban tree cover.

o Native Wildflower Meadows: Integrated throughout The Oval, these
meadows support pollinators, enhance soil health, and contribute to the visual
identity of the space.

These zones are positioned away from high-traffic areas while remaining accessible for
educational and volunteer engagement initiatives.

Designed Planting Areas

Flowerbeds, raised beds and planters are strategically placed throughout The Oval,
particularly:

o Near entrances and seating areas to add seasonal colour and attract pollinators.
e Around the amphitheatre and wellness garden, complementing the site’s
ecological goals while improving aesthetics.

Hanging baskets are positioned:

e Along key visitor routes to provide visual interest and an element of vertical
greening.

10
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Near gathering spaces, where seasonal flowers enhance the sense of place.
Close to the bandstand and pavilion, adding vibrancy and improving biodiversity.

Each designed planting area supports biodiversity and pollinator-friendly species, with
carefully selected plants that thrive in the coastal environment.

Green Infrastructure and Sustainable Features
Green infrastructure elements are woven into The Oval’s design to increase
sustainability and ecological function:

Sedum Roofs on Shipping Containers: Positioned to provide insulation,
rainwater retention, and biodiversity benefits.

Sustainable Water Management: Thoughtful integration of rainwater collection
and drought-tolerant plant selections to reduce reliance on irrigation.
Composting and Soil Health Initiatives: Supporting long-term nutrient cycling
and organic gardening practices.

These features enhance climate resilience and support the long-term sustainability of
The Oval.

Accessibility and Circulation
Ensuring that The Oval remains inclusive and accessible while preserving ecologically
sensitive areas is a key priority. The site’s circulation plan includes:

Clearly defined pathways, ensuring that visitors can navigate without disturbing
sensitive habitats.

Step-free access routes, particularly around the amphitheatre, pavilion, and
wellness garden, ensuring accessibility for all visitors.

Rest areas and seating, designed to provide opportunities for nature
engagement in a comfortable and inviting setting.

By balancing accessibility with conservation, The Oval ensures that all visitors can enjoy
and engage with nature while protecting its biodiversity assets.

11
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Ecological Management & Restoration Actions

This section provides a high-level overview of key ecological restoration projects being
implemented at The Oval. Full details, including project specifications, planting plans,
and maintenance strategies, are contained in Appendix B: Ecology Projects.

Multi-Species Hedgerow Project
The Oval’s hedgerow network is designed to:

e Enhance habitat connectivity by linking green spaces within the site.
e Provide shelter and food sources for birds, small mammals, and invertebrates.
e Act as a natural barrier between ecological zones and high-footfall areas.

Tiny Forest Project
The Tiny Forest Project at The Oval aims to introduce high-density, fast-growing urban
woodland areas using the Miyawaki method. This approach promotes:

¢ Rapid biodiversity gains by creating micro-forests that support pollinators, birds,
and small mammals.

e Carbon sequestration and air quality improvements through increased tree cover.

e Community engagement by involving volunteers in the planting and monitoring of
these forests.

Wildflower Meadow Project

The Wildflower Meadow Project aims to create and maintain species-rich grassland
habitats that provide essential resources for pollinators, birds, and other wildlife. This
project will:

e Support biodiversity by establishing a mix of native wildflowers and grasses that
attract bees, butterflies, and other pollinators.

¢ Enhance soil health and carbon sequestration, reducing the need for artificial
fertilisers and mowing.

e Improve seasonal visual interest, with colourful, dynamic planting that changes
throughout the year.

e Provide ecological connectivity, linking with The Oval’s wildlife corridors, Tiny
Forests, and hedgerow networks.

e Require minimal maintenance, using a late-summer cut-and-remove method to
allow wildflowers to reseed naturally.

Flowerbeds, Planters, and Hanging Baskets Project

The Oval’s flowerbeds, planters, and hanging baskets contribute to both visual impact
and ecological value, creating vibrant, structured, and habitat-friendly planting schemes.
This project will:

12
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Restore and maintain historic flowerbeds, preserving The Oval’s horticultural
character.

Support pollinators and biodiversity, using lavender, flowering shrubs, and
nectar-rich perennials.

Introduce climate-resilient species, ensuring plant success in The Oval’s coastal,
wind-exposed environment.

Enhance soil health through organic amendments and sustainable mulching
techniques.

Trial alternative plant species for hanging baskets, improving resilience to North
Sea wind exposure.

Create a balance between formal and informal planting, ensuring structured
displays at entrances and key visitor routes while integrating naturalistic plantings
in other areas.

Wellness Garden Project
The Wellness Garden is a dedicated space designed to:

Offer a tranquil retreat for visitors, incorporating sensory-friendly and medicinal
plantings.

Support biodiversity through pollinator-friendly flowering species.

Provide educational opportunities for community groups interested in therapeutic
horticulture.

Rose Garden Project

The Rose Garden Project is an initiative to restore a historic rose garden within The
Oval, combining:

Heritage planting schemes, blending traditional rose varieties with pollinator-
friendly companion planting.

Drought-resistant and climate-adaptive species, ensuring long-term
sustainability.

Seasonal maintenance and pruning schedules, designed to maintain plant health
and visual appeal.

Ecology Hub Project
The Oval’'s Ecology Hub will serve as a volunteer base and educational space for
ecological projects, including:

A greenhouse and potting area, enabling plant propagation and seed saving.
Composting bays and soil improvement initiatives, supporting sustainability
efforts.

Regular community workshops, focusing on urban biodiversity and nature
conservation.

13
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Landscape Management and Maintenance

Effective landscape management at The Oval is essential for maintaining its ecological
integrity, public accessibility, and long-term sustainability. This section outlines the
objectives and responsibilities for managing the site's diverse landscape areas, ensuring

they continue to support biodiversity, climate resilience, and community engagement.

Management Objectives
The long-term management of The Oval’s landscape aims to:

e Ensure ecological recovery by maintaining and enhancing habitat connectivity,
biodiversity, and soil health.

e Support public access and community use while minimising environmental
impact.

¢ Implement sustainable maintenance practices, eradicating reliance on artificial
inputs such as chemical fertilisers and excessive irrigation.

o Enhance landscape aesthetics through a structured management approach that
retains seasonal interest and diversity in planting.

o Adapt to climate resilience challenges, ensuring all landscape areas remain
viable under changing environmental conditions.

By adhering to these objectives, The Oval will continue to function as both a community
hub and a thriving natural landscape, balancing conservation with usability.

General Maintenance Practices
Each landscape element at The Oval requires a tailored maintenance approach to
support both biodiversity and long-term site functionality. General practices include:

Lawns and Amenity Spaces
e Regular mowing to maintain public usability while allowing areas of longer
grass in designated biodiversity zones.
e Seasonal soil aeration and organic fertilisation to promote healthy turf.

Tiny Forests and Wildlife Corridors
e Minimal intervention to allow natural ecological processes to develop.
e Selective weeding and mulching to encourage native species establishment.
e Tree and shrub monitoring to assess growth and health, with replanting as
necessary.

Wellness Garden
e Regular pruning and soil conditioning to ensure plant health.
¢ Pollinator-friendly plant selection to maintain year-round nectar availability.
¢ Organic pest management strategies.

14
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Green Infrastructure (Sedum Roofs, Rainwater Harvesting, and Soil Improvement)

e Periodic assessment of sedum roofs to ensure plant cover remains dense and
healthy.

e Seasonal watering of raised beds and planters, supported by rainwater
harvesting where possible.

¢ Ongoing composting and soil amendment to maintain fertility.

These maintenance practices ensure that The Oval remains ecologically robust while
also being accessible and inviting for the public.

Management Responsibilities
The management of The Oval’s landscape areas will be overseen by a combination of:

e The Ecology Hub team and volunteers — responsible for day-to-day site
maintenance, planting, and biodiversity monitoring.

e Specialist contractors and horticulturalists — engaged for tree care, structural
planting, and larger-scale landscape interventions.

¢ Community engagement programmes — ensuring volunteers and local
groups play an active role in landscape maintenance and conservation efforts.

To ensure clarity, specific maintenance tasks and schedules will be assigned based on
the expertise of those managing each area, from horticultural specialists to local
volunteers.

Ecology Hub (Garden Maintenance Area)

The Ecology Hub at The Oval serves as the central base for landscape management
activities. This dedicated space includes:

e A greenhouse and potting area for plant propagation and seasonal bedding plant
preparation.

e Composting and soil regeneration facilities to produce organic mulch for on-site
use.

¢ Tool and equipment storage for maintaining planted areas across The Oval.

o A volunteer workspace, supporting training sessions, community engagement,
and ecological workshops.

The Ecology Hub will play a key role in ensuring the successful upkeep of all landscape
interventions, providing a permanent infrastructure for managing biodiversity projects
and ongoing maintenance.

Long-Term Sustainability
Ensuring long-term sustainability at The Oval involves:

15
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¢ Climate resilience measures, such as drought-resistant planting, soil
improvement, and green infrastructure to cope with extreme weather conditions.

o A low-intervention ecological approach, allowing natural habitats to develop and
self-sustain while requiring minimal maintenance.

o A waste reduction strategy, including on-site composting, seed-saving initiatives,
and rainwater collection to reduce resource consumption.

e Adaptive management, allowing maintenance approaches to evolve based
on ecological monitoring and public use patterns.

By embedding sustainable land management principles into every aspect of The Oval’s
operation, the site will continue to function as a biodiverse, accessible, and
environmentally responsible community space.

Maintenance Schedules
All detailed maintenance schedules for The Oval’s landscape areas are provided
in Appendix A, ensuring a structured approach to upkeep and ecological management.

Each schedule outlines specific tasks, seasonal maintenance routines, and responsible
parties, ensuring The Oval’s landscape remains well-maintained while prioritising
sustainability and biodiversity enhancement.

16
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Monitoring and Evaluation

Key Performance Indicators (KPls)

To track progress and measure the impact of ecological restoration and landscape
management efforts, a set of Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) will be used. These
KPIs will help assess:

Biodiversity Enhancement
¢ Increase in the number of recorded bird, pollinator, and insect species in
monitoring surveys.
e Successful establishment of wildlife corridors and habitat zones (e.g., Tiny
Forests, hedgerows, wildflower meadows).
e Growth and survival rates of planted trees, shrubs, and perennial species.

Landscape Health and Vegetation Performance
e Percentage of successful plant establishment across raised beds, planters, and
hanging baskets.
e Condition and coverage of sedum roofs, ensuring consistent vegetative growth.
e Annual assessment of soil health and organic matter content to track soil fertility
improvements.

Public Engagement and Community Involvement
¢ Number of volunteers and participants engaged in ecological projects and
maintenance activities.
o Attendance at workshops, planting events, and educational initiatives related to
The Oval’s nature recovery plan.

Sustainability and Resource Management
e Reduction in water usage through sustainable irrigation and rainwater harvesting
systems.
¢ Reduction of waste through composting and on-site recycling efforts.
o Effectiveness of organic soil improvement methods in reducing reliance on
external inputs.

These indicators will be assessed annually and will form the basis for ongoing
improvement and decision-making in landscape management.

Ecological Monitoring

To ensure that The Oval’s ecological features are functioning as intended, regular
surveys and assessments will be conducted to track changes in biodiversity, habitat
conditions, and plant health. This will include:

17
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Flora and Vegetation Surveys
e Seasonal monitoring of tree growth, wildflower meadow coverage, and plant
survival rates.
e Tracking of invasive species presence and any required management actions.
¢ Assessment of plant diversity in raised beds, planters, and Tiny Forests to
ensure habitat resilience.

Fauna and Biodiversity Monitoring
¢ Annual bird counts and pollinator activity surveys to measure population trends.
e Mammal and insect monitoring using observational studies.
e Tracking of nesting activity in newly established hedgerows and tree canopies.

Soil and Water Health Assessments
e Periodic soil testing to monitor pH levels, nutrient content, and organic matter.
e Evaluation of water retention in sedum roofs and the effectiveness of rainwater
harvesting systems.

These monitoring efforts will be coordinated with volunteers, ecology groups, and local
specialists, ensuring long-term data collection and informed management decisions.

Adaptive Management

Given the dynamic nature of ecosystems, an adaptive management approach will be
employed to respond to environmental changes, plant health issues, and new ecological
findings. Key actions include:

Replacing Damaged or Diseased Plants
e Any trees, shrubs, or plantings that fail within the first five years will be replaced
with suitable species.
e Adjustments will be made based on monitoring data to ensure species selection
aligns with soil, climate, and biodiversity needs.

Refining Planting Strategies Based on Climate and Site Conditions
o Drought-resistant species will be prioritised in areas prone to dry conditions.
o Adjustments to planting densities will be made in Tiny Forests and hedgerows to
improve survival rates.

Addressing Ecological Imbalances
o If monitoring detects declines in key pollinator species, planting schemes will be
adjusted to increase nectar sources.
¢ If invasive species threaten biodiversity, targeted removal and habitat
restoration measures will be implemented.
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Evaluating and Improving Public Use Strategies
o |[f visitor pathways show signs of erosion or plant trampling, additional protective
measures will be introduced.
e Seating areas may be adjusted if community feedback indicates a need for better
integration with nature spaces.

This flexible approach ensures that The Oval’s landscape remains resilient, ecologically
rich, and adaptive to environmental pressures while continuing to serve the needs of
both wildlife and the community.
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Community Engagement

The success of The Oval’s Nature Recovery Plan (NRP) depends not only on ecological
and landscape interventions but also on active community participation. By

involving volunteers, schools, and local organisations, The Oval fosters a sense

of shared responsibility and environmental stewardship. This section outlines how
community engagement will be integrated into site management, education, and public
access.

Involving Volunteers

Volunteers are central to the ongoing maintenance and enhancement of The Oval’s
green spaces. The site will host regular volunteer sessions, providing opportunities for
individuals and groups to:

e Participate in habitat creation and maintenance, including planting wildflower
meadows, managing hedgerows, and maintaining raised beds and planters.

o Engage in seasonal gardening activities, such as bulb planting, tree care, and
composting initiatives.

e Support biodiversity monitoring efforts, assisting with bird, pollinator, and habitat
surveys.

¢ Help with The Oval’s Ecology Hub, contributing to plant propagation, greenhouse
management, and soil improvement projects.

The Oval will also partner with schools and community groups, offering practical learning
experiences through eco-workshops, gardening clubs, and conservation projects. These
efforts not only enhance biodiversity but also strengthen community ties and
intergenerational learning.

Volunteer engagement will be coordinated through The Oval’'s Ecology Hub, with
scheduled activities promoted via social media, local networks, and on-site signage.

Educational Opportunities

Public education is key to fostering environmental awareness and engagement. The
Oval will offer structured and informal learning opportunities to encourage the local
community to develop a deeper connection with nature. Educational initiatives will
include:

e Workshops and talks on biodiversity conservation, sustainable gardening, and
ecological restoration.

¢ Interpretive signage throughout the site, providing information on wildlife
corridors, pollinators, native species, and climate resilience strategies.

e Guided nature walks led by local ecologists and conservation experts, exploring
The Oval’s ecological features and ongoing restoration projects.
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School partnerships, incorporating hands-on environmental education into the
curriculum through activities such as tree planting, bug hotel creation, and citizen
science projects.

Community events celebrating seasonal changes in nature, including Wildflower
and Herbal Medicine Walks, Woodland Care Days, Soil Health Workshops,
Pollinator Counts, Seasonal Seed Collection and Sowing Workshops, Eco-Art
and Nature Journaling, Composting and Soil Enrichment Demonstrations, Mini-
Beast Safaris (entomology workshops), and Birdwatching Mornings.

By making environmental education accessible, The Oval will cultivate a more informed
and engaged community, inspiring people to take an active role in local conservation

efforts.

Public Access and Use

The Oval remains a publicly accessible space, balancing open access with ecological
protection. Key strategies to ensure responsible use of the site include:

Clear zoning of ecological and recreational areas, guiding visitors through
designed routes that minimise disruption to sensitive habitats.

Pathways and designated seating areas, ensuring safe public access while
reducing foot traffic impact on planted zones.

Public engagement on conservation efforts, encouraging visitors to respect
biodiversity areas through on-site signage and educational outreach.

Event programming that aligns with nature recovery, ensuring that festivals and
gatherings consider environmental impact and landscape protection measures.

Where necessary, temporary restrictions may be introduced to protect newly planted
areas or vulnerable habitats, with alternative visitor routes provided to maintain
accessibility.

The Ecology Hub will serve as a central point for information on how visitors can engage
with and support The Oval’s ecological mission.
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Sustainability and Climate Resilience

The Oval’s Nature Recovery Plan (NRP) is designed to ensure that the site is climate-
resilient, resource-efficient, and capable of sustaining biodiversity in the face of
environmental challenges. As a coastal green space, The Oval must address issues
such as harsh weather exposure, drought conditions, and increasing climate
variability while maintaining its function as a thriving ecological and community hub.

Climate Adaptation Strategies

To mitigate the effects of climate change and ensure long-term resilience, The Oval
incorporates adaptive planting strategies and landscape design interventions focused
on:

Drought-Resistant and Climate-Resilient Planting
o Prioritising native and drought-tolerant species that require minimal irrigation and
can withstand fluctuating weather conditions.
¢ Incorporating deep-rooted perennial plants that stabilise soil and improve water
retention.
e Using species with high salt tolerance in exposed areas to withstand coastal
conditions.

Stormwater Management and Flood Prevention
e Expanding permeable surfaces to prevent surface water runoff, allowing
for natural water absorption into the soil.
e Utilising wildflower meadows and woodland planting to create natural barriers
that slow down water movement.
e Maintaining sedum roofs on shipping containers, which absorb rainwater and
reduce pressure on drainage systems.

Wind and Erosion Control Measures
e Establishing hedgerows and Tiny Forests as natural windbreaks to protect more
vulnerable plantings.
e Enhancing soil stability through regenerative planting techniques, reducing the
impact of soil erosion on sloped areas, particularly within the

By integrating these adaptive strategies, The Oval can better withstand extreme weather
events while continuing to support both biodiversity and visitor use.

Water and Energy Efficiency

Sustainable water and energy management are key to minimising The

Oval’'s environmental footprint. The following measures are in place to ensure efficient
resource use:
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Water Conservation Strategies

e Rainwater harvesting systems to capture and store water for irrigation, reducing
dependency on mains water.

e Drip irrigation and mulching in raised beds, planters, and wildflower areas
to minimise water loss.

e Strategic plant grouping based on water needs, ensuring high-efficiency watering
with minimal waste.

¢ Soil health improvement using organic compost and mulch to retain moisture and
reduce evaporation.

Energy-Efficient Site Management
e Use of solar-powered lighting where necessary to reduce energy consumption.
¢ Minimising the use of powered landscape equipment in favour of manual or low-
energy alternatives.
¢ Encouraging natural shading from tree planting to reduce heat stress in seating
areas, reducing reliance on artificial cooling methods.

Through these sustainable resource strategies, The Oval reduces its environmental
impact while maintaining a productive and ecologically rich landscape.
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Legal and Policy Compliance

The Oval’'s Nature Recovery Plan (NRP) is designed to fully comply with local authority
planning conditions, environmental regulations, and relevant policy frameworks.
Compliance ensures that all landscape interventions support sustainable development,
biodiversity enhancement, and responsible site management while aligning with national
and regional conservation objectives.

Compliance with Local Authority Requirements

All landscape works and ecological enhancements at The Oval are carried out in
accordance with Thanet District Council’s planning conditions and broader local authority
guidelines. Compliance measures include:

Hard and Soft Landscaping Approvals
e Submission of detailed planting plans that outline species selection, planting
density, and maintenance commitments.
¢ Ensuring that all landscaping works, including wildflower meadows, Tiny Forests,
and hedgerows, are implemented in line with approved specifications.

Biodiversity and Ecological Enhancement Obligations
Meeting planning conditions related to habitat creation, species conservation, and
wildlife corridors.

Installing and maintaining ecological enhancements, such as sedum roofs, native
planting schemes, and pollinator-friendly habitats.

Landscape Management Plan Submission and Approval
¢ Compliance with Thanet District Council’s requirement for a long-term landscape
management strategy, ensuring all green spaces are maintained in perpetuity.
e Submission of photographic evidence to verify that landscape works have been
completed in accordance with approved plans.

The Oval will continue to work collaboratively with planning officers, ecological advisors,
and local stakeholders to ensure that all site management activities remain in full
compliance with local authority regulations.

Relevant Legislation

All environmental and landscape management activities at The Oval comply with UK
legislation and regulatory frameworks governing biodiversity conservation, habitat
protection, and landscape management. Key legislation includes:

e The Environment Act 2021 — Ensuring that all ecological interventions
contribute to the UK’s biodiversity net gain targets and nature recovery
objectives.
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o The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 — Protecting wildlife habitats, nesting
birds, and plant species within The Oval’s managed landscape.

¢ The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 —
Safeguarding protected species and designated habitat areas, ensuring
responsible land use.

e The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 — Ensuring all landscape works
adhere to local planning conditions and statutory approvals.

e The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) — Aligning The Oval’s
ecological and landscape strategies with sustainable development policies.

¢ The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 — Supporting public access to
nature while maintaining ecological integrity.

Additionally, all landscape works follow best practices outlined by:

¢ Natural England’s Green Infrastructure Framework
e The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP)
e The Forestry Commission’s Woodland Creation Guidelines

By adhering to these legal and policy requirements, The Oval ensures that
all biodiversity, sustainability, and land management commitments are transparent,
enforceable, and aligned with national conservation priorities.
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Funding and Resources

The long-term success of The Oval’s Nature Recovery Plan (NRP) depends on securing
sustainable funding and effectively allocating resources. Investment in landscape
management, biodiversity initiatives, and ecological restoration ensures that The Oval
remains a thriving, well-maintained, and accessible green space for both wildlife and the
community.

Grant Funding
To support the implementation and maintenance of The Oval’s landscape and ecological
projects, external funding opportunities will be pursued. Key sources of funding include:

National and Local Government Grants
¢ Natural England & DEFRA Environmental Grants — Supporting biodiversity
enhancement, habitat restoration, and sustainable land management.
¢ National Lottery Heritage Fund — Providing funding for heritage landscapes,
community engagement, and conservation initiatives.
e Community Grants — Including funding for green infrastructure, urban rewilding,
and ecological education programmes.

Charitable and Environmental Organisations

e The Tree Council — Potential funding for hedgerow and Tiny Forest planting.

¢ The National Garden Scheme Community Garden Grant — Supporting
community gardening initiatives.

e The Woodland Trust — Providing free or subsidised native tree saplings for
hedgerow and wildlife corridor creation.

¢ The Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) Grants — Supporting sustainable
planting and community gardening initiatives.

Corporate and Business Sponsorships
o Partnering with local businesses, environmental consultancies, and corporate
social responsibility (CSR) programmes to secure financial or in-kind
contributions for landscape projects.
e Encouraging local enterprises to invest in biodiversity initiatives as part of
sustainability commitments.

Community Crowdfunding and Membership Schemes
e Exploring community-driven funding models, including crowdfunding for specific
ecological projects.
o Establishing a membership scheme, allowing individuals to contribute towards
ongoing nature recovery efforts.

These funding sources will ensure ongoing investment in biodiversity, landscape
management, and sustainability initiatives, supporting The Oval’s long-term vision.
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Resource Allocation
Effective resource allocation ensures that financial, human, and material resources are
directed towards priority landscape management areas. Key allocations include:

Staff and Volunteer Management
e The Ecology Hub team and site volunteers will oversee day-to-day maintenance,
planting, and habitat management.
o External horticultural consultants and conservation specialists will be engaged
for complex ecological interventions.
¢ Community engagement roles will support public education, guided walks, and
volunteer coordination.

Financial Resource Distribution
e Priority investment in biodiversity initiatives, including hedgerow planting, Tiny
Forest development, and wildflower meadow restoration.
¢ Ongoing site maintenance, ensuring pathways, seating, and ecological areas
remain accessible and well-managed.
¢ Sustainability improvements, such as water-efficient irrigation, soil enhancement,
and organic waste management.

Material and Equipment Needs

Ensuring The Oval has the necessary materials, tools, and infrastructure is essential for
maintaining high-quality planting areas, supporting biodiversity, and engaging the
community in long-term ecological stewardship. The following resources will be
prioritised to facilitate effective landscape management, sustainability, and educational
engagement.

Planting Materials and Soil Amendments

¢ Native plant stock — A continuous supply of wildflowers, shrubs, hedgerow
saplings, perennials, and low-canopy trees for seasonal planting and habitat
restoration.

¢ Organic compost and mulch — Used to improve soil fertility, retain moisture,
suppress weeds, and support plant resilience across raised beds, mixed beds,
and wildflower meadows.

o Topsoil and soil conditioners — Essential for new planting areas, reinstated
beds, and soil health improvement projects.

¢ Natural pest deterrents — Such as companion planting species and organic
treatments to maintain ecological balance without the use of chemical pesticides.

¢ Drought-tolerant and saline-resistant plant varieties — Selected for their
ability to withstand The Oval’s coastal climate and exposure to strong winds from
the North Sea.
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Hand Tools, Composting Bins, and Greenhouse Infrastructure

Garden hand tools — Including spades, trowels, forks, secateurs, and rakes for
daily maintenance, pruning, and planting.

Heavy-duty equipment — Such as wheelbarrows, shovels, and hoes for larger-
scale planting and soil management tasks.

Composting facilities — Expanding The Oval’s on-site composting capacity to
reduce organic waste, generate nutrient-rich soil amendments, and encourage a
circular gardening approach.

Rainwater harvesting systems — Collecting and storing grey water for irrigation,
reducing reliance on mains water.

Greenhouse infrastructure and propagation materials — Supporting self-
sufficiency in plant production, enabling volunteers to grow seedlings and
cuttings for community planting projects.

Raised bed and planter construction materials — Wood, metal, and
sustainable composites for the repair, expansion, and reinforcement of existing
raised beds and planters.

Drip irrigation and water-saving technology — To enhance water efficiency
and ensure consistent hydration of planted areas.

Signage and Educational Materials

Interpretive signage — Informing visitors about wildlife corridors, pollinator-
friendly planting, Tiny Forests, and seasonal habitat changes.

Directional and instructional signs — Providing guidance on eco-friendly
gardening practices, composting, and plant identification.

Interactive learning materials — Including QR-coded plant labels linking to
online resources, allowing visitors to engage with educational content on
biodiversity, plant species, and ecological management.

Workshop and event materials — Supplies for nature journaling, soil and plant
science activities, and citizen science data collection.

Volunteer training guides and gardening manuals — To support long-term
community engagement in ecological management.

These resources will be sourced sustainably, ensuring that materials, equipment, and
tools align with The Oval’'s commitment to environmentally responsible procurement.

By ensuring strategic resource allocation, The Oval will maintain a financially and
environmentally sustainable approach to long-term landscape management.
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Appendix A: Maintenance Schedules

The following maintenance schedules outline the required care and management for
each landscape element at The Oval. These schedules ensure long-term sustainability,
biodiversity support, and aesthetic value while balancing ecological restoration with
public access and use.

Lawn Maintenance Schedule

Task Frequency Notes
Mowing Every 2 weeks (March— Adjust height to encourage
October) drought resilience. Some
areas left uncut for
biodiversity.
Aeration Twice a year (Spring & Improves drainage and
Autumn) root health.
Overseeding Annually (Autumn) Using native grass species
to maintain density.
Organic Fertilisation Twice a year (Spring & Enhances soil nutrients
Autumn) without chemical inputs.
Weed Control As needed Hand removal preferred
over herbicides.
Edging & Pathway Monthly Prevents encroachment
Maintenance onto walkways.

Tiny Forests Maintenance Schedule

Task Frequency Notes
Watering Weekly (1st year), as Essential in the first
needed thereafter summer post-planting.

Mulching Annually (Spring) Retains moisture and
suppresses weeds.

Selective Weeding Monthly (1st 3 years) Prevents competition from
aggressive species.

Pruning & Thinning As needed after 5 years Encourages healthy tree
development.

Monitoring & Replanting Annually Replace any saplings that
fail within 5 years.

Hedgerow Maintenance Schedule

Task Frequency Notes
Trimming Annually (Late Summer) Avoid nesting season
(March—August).
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Watering Weekly (1st year), as Only required in drought
needed thereafter conditions after

establishment.

Mulching & Soil Annually (Spring) Supports root development

Improvement and retains moisture.

Gap Planting As needed Replace lost sections to
maintain density.

Wildlife Monitoring Seasonally Track bird and insect
activity.

Wellness Garden Maintenance Schedule

Task Frequency Notes
Pruning Quarterly Maintain structure and
encourage flowering.
Watering Weekly (Summer), as Prioritise drought-resistant
needed otherwise species.
Mulching & Soil Annually Enrich soil and improve
Improvement moisture retention.

Seasonal Planting

Spring & Autumn

Rotate species to maintain
year-round blooms.

Pollinator Support

Ongoing

Monitor nectar availability
and habitat creation.

Rose Garden Maintenance Schedule

Task

Frequency

Notes

Pruning

Twice a year (Winter &
Summer)

Encourages strong
flowering and prevents
disease.

Deadheading

Weekly (Growing Season)

Prolongs blooming period.

Watering Weekly (Summer) Avoid overwatering; deep
soakings preferred.
Fertilisation Twice a year (Spring & Use organic slow-release

Summer)

feed.

Pest & Disease Monitoring

Monthly

Prioritise natural control
methods.
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Appendix B: Ecology Projects

Multi-species Hedgerow Project

Tiny Forests Project

Wildflower Meadow Project

Flowerbeds, Planters, and Hanging Baskets Project
Wellness Garden Project

Rose Garden Project

Ecology Hub Project
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