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The Oval Multi-Species Hedgerow 
Project 

Introduction 
The Oval’s Ecology Group is a dedicated team of volunteers and staff working to 
enhance the local environment through projects such as wildlife corridors, tiny forests, 
and a wellness garden. Central to our mission is the Nature Recovery Plan, aimed at 
nurturing biodiversity and creating spaces where both wildlife and the community can 
thrive. 

Community involvement is essential to our work. We actively engage residents, fostering 
a sense of ownership and care for our green spaces. Our projects are designed to tackle 
ecological challenges, such as climate change, and to contribute to a more sustainable 
future. 

 

Figure 1 – Proposed ecology project across the whole site 

Planting a Hedgerow in a Coastal Environment 
Coastal environments present unique challenges for planting due to exposure to salt air 
and strong winds. While the soil in coastal areas can sometimes be poor, The Oval 
benefits from nutrient-rich soil to a depth of approximately 600mm, thanks to its elevated 
clifftop location. This provides an excellent foundation for our hedgerow planting. 
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Although somewhat protected from salt air, the site is still exposed to strong winds, 
which can affect the survival and growth of new plants. 

Another advantage of coastal hedging is that it provides a natural windbreak, protecting 
more delicate plants. A well-established coastal hedge will reduce the impact of strong 
winds on smaller shrubs, giving them a better chance to flourish. The planting behind our 
existing hedgerow is already somewhat shielded, but extra care is required for new 
planting in the wellness garden, which is located only four or five metres from the cliff 
edge and fully exposed to the elements. 

In this particularly vulnerable area, we will plant species highly tolerant of both wind and 
salt air, including rowan, dog rose, holly, hazel, and hawthorn. These plants will not only 
survive the coastal conditions but also help protect the rest of the garden, enhancing 
biodiversity and providing seasonal interest. 

Multi-Species Hedgerow Project Overview  
The Oval’s new hedgerow project spans approximately 200 metres and covers around 
300 square metres. It will be planted in four distinct areas along the perimeter of The 
Oval, with double staggered rows and native species chosen to support local wildlife, 
including birds, insects, and small mammals. This multi-species hedge will enhance the 

biodiversity of our existing single-
species hedge, which will increase 
the overall width of the hedgerow to 
2.5 metres (8 feet). 

 

Plant Selection 
Following advice from the Woodland 
Trust, we will plant a wide range of 
native species, including Hazel, 

Blackthorn, Crab apple, Elder, Dog rose, Rowan, Hawthorn, Dogwood, Wild cherry, 
Silver birch, Holly, Downy birch, and Goat willow   

These species will create a vibrant, multi-species hedgerow that provides a rich habitat 
and food sources for wildlife, including the Shrill carder bee, the UK’s rarest bumblebee. 
The diversity of plants will support a wide range of pollinators, birds, and small 
mammals. 

Figure 2 - A view of the lawns in 1924 
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Planting and Ground Preparation   
Ground preparation will involve clearing and cultivating the soil to ensure optimal 
conditions. Saplings will be planted in double staggered rows with 50cm spacing, 
promoting dense growth. A sheet mulch system (cardboard topped with 2 inches of 
organic mulch) will be applied to retain moisture, suppress weeds, and improve soil 
quality.  

Watering and Establishment   
The new saplings will be watered regularly, particularly during dry periods, using our 
600-litre motorised water tank towed by a lawnmower tractor. This irrigation setup, 
combined with mulch to retain moisture, will ensure the saplings establish strong root 
systems over the first two years. 

Maintenance Plan   
1. Weed Control: We will manage weeds manually through regular volunteer-led 

sessions, avoiding chemicals. Mulch will be replenished annually using clippings 
from our established hedge. 

2. Pruning: Annual pruning will encourage lateral growth, promoting a dense, 
bushy structure. The first few years will focus on shaping the hedge and 
removing weak growth to strengthen the plants. 

3. Flower and Berry Production: Selective pruning will promote flowering and 
berry development, providing vital food sources for birds and pollinators. We will 
avoid heavy pruning during late summer and autumn to allow berries to fully 
develop. 

4. Wildlife Considerations: The hedgerow will support various species, including 
birds like starlings, sparrow hawks, and small mammals such as hedgehogs, 
voles, and shrews. The rich variety of plants will also enhance pollinator 
populations, especially for bees. 

5. Monitoring and Long-Term Care: The hedgerow will be part of our five-year 
Ecology Plan, with regular inspections and corrective pruning. Any gaps will be 
replanted, and watering will continue during dry spells to ensure the hedgerow 
remains healthy. 

 

Community Involvement  
Volunteers from The Oval’s Ecology Group, local residents, and schoolchildren will be 
actively involved in the planting and maintenance of the hedgerow. This multi-
generational engagement strengthens community bonds and ensures long-term care for 
the green space. 
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Sustainability and Coordination 
We are coordinating this project with local environmental experts, including members of 
the Green Party, the Biodiversity and Tree Officer at Thanet District Council, and the 
Kent County Council Tree Warden, ensuring best practices in biodiversity and 
sustainability. 

Conclusion 
The Oval’s multi-species hedgerow will play a crucial role in enhancing local biodiversity, 
providing food and shelter for wildlife, and creating a green corridor that connects 
habitats across the area. Our careful planting and long-term maintenance plan, 
supported by strong community involvement, will ensure that the hedgerow thrives for 
years to come, enriching both the environment and the local community. 

 


